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SUBJECT:   INVASIVE NON-NATIVE SPECIES POLICY 
EFFECTIVE DATE: SEPTEMBER 8, 2004 

 
Minnesota is graced with a diverse landscape of prairies, forests, waters, and agricultural areas.  They have high 
social, economic, and ecological value, and, a long tradition of resource-related recreational activities such as 
fishing and hunting, commercial activities (agriculture, forestry) and tourism. 
 
Invasive species, not native to Minnesota, harm our valuable state resources.  They displace native species, thus 
threatening outdoor recreation opportunities, increase costs for industry, and diminish the natural heritage of 
significant sites in the state such as parks and natural areas.   
 
Public awareness and action are key components of minimizing the impacts of invasive species.  The Minnesota 
Invasive Species Advisory Council is seeking to increase public awareness of this issue and is conducting a 
variety of events throughout the summer to promote awareness concerning invasive species.   
 
The BWSR is also concerned about invasive non-native species.  At their June Meeting, the BWSR adopted new 
policy pertaining to the State Cost Share Program and invasive non-native species and actions that can be taken 
with regard to conservation practices.  This policy:  
 
Prohibits the seeding/planting of invasive non-native species on State Cost Share Program conservation practices 
where they are likely to colonize more desirable stable plant communities. 
 
Where the SWCD determines that site conditions necessitate the use of invasive non-native species, prior to 
planting, the SWCD must include a copy of the justification to plant invasive non-native species in the project file. 
 
An Invasive Non-Native Species List has been provided by the DNR – Ecological Services: 
 

GRASSES & WILDFLOWERS  
 Alliaria petiolata - Garlic mustard   
 Berteroa incana - Hoary alyssum  
 Bromus inermis - Smooth brome grass  
 Butomus umbellatus - Flowering rush  
 Carduus nutans - Musk thistle  
 Centaurea maculosa - Spotted knapweed  
 Chrysanthemum leucanthemum - Ox-eye daisy  
 Cirsium arvense - Canada thistle   
 Cirsium vulgare - Bull thistle  
 Coronilla varia - Crown vetch  
 Daucus carota - Queen Anne's lace  
 Digitalis lanata - Grecian foxglove  
 Euphorbia esula - Leafy spurge  
 Glechoma hederacea - Creeping Charlie  
 Iris pseudacorus - Yellow iris  
 Linaria vulgaris - Butter and eggs  
 Lotus corniculatus - Bird's-foot trefoil  
 Lythrum salicaria - Purple loosestrife  
 Melilotus alba & M. officinalis - White & yellow 
sweetclover  

 Miscanthus sacchariflorus - Amur silver grass  
 Nymphaea spp. - Non-native waterlilies  
 Pastinaca sativa - Wild parsnip  
 Phalaris arundinacea - Reed canary grass  
 Polygonum cuspidatum - Japanese knotweed  
 Sonchus arvensis - Sow thistle  
 Vicia villosa - Hairy vetch  
 
TREES & SHRUBS  
 Acer ginnala - Amur maple  
 Acer platanoides - Norway maple  
 Berberis thunbergii - Japanese barberry  
 Caragana arborescens - Siberian peashrub  
 Elaeagnus angustifolia - Russian olive  
 Lonicera tartarica & hybrids - Non-native honeysuckles  
 Rhamnus cathartica - Common buckthorn  
 Rhamnus frangula - Glossy buckthorn   
 Robinia pseudocacia - Black locust  
 Ulmus pumila - Siberian elm  
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The BWSR recognizes that some of these species are commonly used by many SWCDs for conservation 
practices.  It is important to remember that these species are prohibited from being used only on State Cost Share 
practices where they could colonize existing native plant communities. 
 
A couple examples: 
 
#1  Stormy County SWCD cost-shared on a 1,200’ waterway in cropland that outlets into a wetland.  The SWCD 
technician usually would write a seeding/planting plan that would include a cover crop with smooth brome grass or 
reed canary grass.  However, the technician recognizes that both smooth brome grass and reed canary grass are 
invasive species, and either of these has the potential to threaten the biological integrity of the wetland, if they 
were to colonize it.  Instead, she modifies the plan, substituting smooth brome grass and reed canary grass with 
perennial rye and timothy. 
 
#2  Stormy County SWCD cost-shared on stabilizing 600’ of eroding streambank.  Because the landowner also 
has concerns about improving wildlife habitat, the technician usually would write a seeding/planting plan that 
would include russian olive on the borrow areas.  However, the technician recognizes that russian olive is an 
invasive species that has the potential to threaten the biological integrity of the uplands, if it were to colonize them.  
Instead, he modifies the plan, substituting the russian olive with american plum.  
 
The first step in complying with this policy is learning what species are non-native and invasive.  The second step 
is recognizing conditions where they could colonize native plant communities.  Simply put, the policy says, “Think 
before you plant.”   
 
In almost all situations there is a viable substitute for an invasive non-native species.  But on occasion, certain 
conditions may necessitate the use of invasive non-native species.  The SWCD must then include in the project 
file a justification for using invasive non-native species. 
 
This policy is effective immediately on any new contracts approved after September 8, 2004, regardless of which 
fiscal year funds are used. 
 
 


